United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


10/577,904 


05/01/2006 


Frank Leonard Kooi 


294-250 PCT/US 


5425 



23869 7590 12/18/2007 

HOFFMANN & BARON, LLP 
6900 JERICHO TURNPIKE 
SYOSSET, NY 11791 



EXAMINER 



SWARTHOUT, BRENT 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2612 



MAIL DATE 



DELIVERY MODE 



12/18/2007 PAPER 

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

10/577,904 


Applicant(s) 

KOOI ET AL. 


Examiner 

Brent A. Swarthout 


Art Unit 

2612 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address » 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
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1 . Claims 5-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 5, line 2 "such as" is indefinite and on line 5 "and/or" is indefinite 
In claim 6, line 2, claim 7, line 2, claim 8, line 2 and claim 9, lines 2 and 4 
"and/or" is indefinite. 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-5,9-12 and 16-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Noriyuki (JP 09159480). 

Noriyuki discloses a method for indicating direction using a screen wherein a 
pattern of dark and light sections are moved over a screen in a direction in which an 
observer is to be directed. Although different portions of the pattern are directed in 
different directions depending on the desired path of travel, it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art to have pattern move in a desired direction, since for 
each subset of pattern in a unitary section the pattern does move in only one direction. 

Regarding claim 2, pattern is made up of black and white segments. 

Regarding claim 3, segments are small stripes. 

Regarding claim 4, Noriyuki teaches use of second image defining scale and 
secondary roads on a screen. 
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Regarding claim 5, Noriyuki teaches use of screen in a vehicle route display 
system. Choosing to have the screen in the peripheral view of a driver would have 
been obvious in order to prevent the display from being a distraction from observing 
events outside of the vehicle. 

Regarding claim 9, pattern is directed in direction it is desired for a driver to drive 
the vehicle. 

Regarding claim 10, pattern structure and direction of movement provide desired 
direction and road curvature information. 

Regarding claim 11, Noriyuki teaches use of display with longitudinal edges and 
shifting colors to match position of route. It would have been obvious to use some kind 
of computer algorithm which matched the pattern to the displayed route, in order that 
the route and direction of movement could have been made integral in an efficient 
manner. 

Regarding claim 18, a running guidance guide as disclosed by Noriyuki is a well- 
known type of vehicle navigation system. 

3. Claims 6-8 and 13-15 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Ichikawa and Kouchi disclose direction of movement indication 
systems. 
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5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Brent A. Swarthout whose telephone number is 571- 
272-2979. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th from 6:00 to 3:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel Wu, can be reached on 571-272-2964. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Brent A Swarthout 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2612 
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